ACTION FOR SOCIAL  WELFARE

from the nature of the case, are ready to give
a courteous, patient hearing to those who have
matters of real public importance to bring
before them. On the other hand, few realize
how extremely burdened with work conscien-
tious members of a legislature are. Any care-
ful study of the situation will show that bills
are introduced by the hundreds, often by the
thousands, and are so many in number that the
average member of the legislature cannot even
read them all. The work of investigation
must, of course, be done in committee; each
member is placed on perhaps two or three com-
mittees, and in the work of some committee
must make a careful investigation of a number
of bills. On others he is practically compelled
to take the judgment of members of the House
who have made them a special study. Pre-
sumably he will accept the reports of the
members of the committees of his political
party. Legislators, as busy men, are naturally
like other business men, ready to take up ques-
tions of importance, but impatient with fad-
dists and bores.
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